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PITTERMANN ARRIVES 
LOOKS FORWARD TO MEETING WITH EISENHOWER 





Vice Chancellor Dr. Bruno Pittermann upon arrival 
at New York International Airport (Idlewild) on February 7, 
1959, gave the following statement to the press: 

‘‘T am glad to be able to visit this country which has 
done so much for Austria during the difficult postwar period; 
indeed, we owe it the very foundation of our economic re- 
covery, as well as the invaluable support in the negotiations 
» that brought us the State Treaty and thus restored us to full 
sovereignty. 

‘‘This is my first visit to the United States; I hope to 
get a quick first-hand impression of American life, which will 
} 0 doubt be facilitated by the talks I shall have with poli- 
tical and industrial leaders. It is with great pleasure that I 
im looking forward to the meeting with President Eisenhower 
(Continued on page 3) 








U.S. TO RETURN AUSTRIAN PROPERTIES 
VALUED AT MORE THAN $6 MILLION 

U.S. Secretary of State John Foster Dulles and the 
Austrian ambassador in Washington, Dr. Wilfried Platzer, 
signed an agreement in the State Department January 30 on 
the return of Austrian properties and incomes. The agreement 
was made on the basis of Article 27 of the Austrian State 
Treaty and provides for the return to their Austrian owners 
of certain Austrian properties and their incomes in the United 
States which following World War II had been taken over and 
administered by the Office of Alien Property. The properties 
covered by the agreement are valued at more than $6 million. 

Secretary Dulles declared at the signing that he saw in 
the agreement a further step to affirm with deeds the close 
relations between Austria and the United States. He men- 
tioned that the conclusion of the agreement had been one of 
the most urgent desires of the Austrian Chancellor Julius 
Raab during his visit in 1958. 

In his reply, Ambassador Platzer thanked the U.S. 
Secretary of State for the understanding with which Austria’s 
wishes in this question had been met. 


HELMER ON INTERNAL SECURITY 

In a speech delivered recently, Austria’s Minister of the 
Interior, Oskar Helmer, discussed internal security. He said 
that ‘‘Austria is a show case of democratic life which can be 
seen by the East. Austria can afford to put its cards on the 
table without concealment. Unfortunately, the hospitality ex- 
tended to all foreigners in Austria is often misused for pur 
poses of espionage. The police are taking effective steps to 
counteract such activities.’’ 

Helmer said that the young communists who are planning 
to meet in Vienna this summer at a World Youth Festival will 
be able to see for themselves the firmness of Austria’s 
democracy. As to the propriety of holding such a meeting in 
Vienna, Helmer referred to the divided opinion on the subject. 
It was well possible, he said, that during their visit in Aus- 
tria youths from the Eastern nations might be greatly im- 
pressed by the propagandistic impact of free society. On the 
other hand, he said, the groups chosen to go to Vienna might 
be so well screened and might be such die-hard Communists 
that they will not be accessible to insight. IN any case, 
Helmer declared, Austria will face the meeting with calm, 
relying on the experiences gained in the postwar years. 
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THE SCHILLING REMAINS FIRM 

According to an announcement by the Austrian National 
Bank, a review of the currency development in 1958 shows 
that the stability of the schilling was further maintained 
domestically and that its position was strengthened in foreign 
money markets. The confidence of the domestic economy in 
the stability of the Austrian currency is best proved by the 
great increase in savings deposits. With a gain of more than 
4.5 billion schillings in savings deposits during 1958, this 
type of investment has shown greater growth last yearthan in 
any one previous year; moreover, it increased by 50% more 
than the credit volume during 1958. (About 26 schillings, 
equal one dollar. Ed.) The announcement also pointed to 
other symptoms of the growing importance of the Austrian 
capital market: during 1958, interest-bearing bonds worth 
more than three billion schillings were fully subscribed; this 
was twice as much as in 1957 and the highest capitalization 
since the end of World War II. At the same time, Austria’s 
gold and foreign currency holdings in the National Bank in- 
creasedin 1958 by more than four billion schillings. 


AUSTRIA'’S MONEY MARKET 

Money liquidity in Austrian financial institutions has 
expanded further during 1958, a report of the Austrian National 
Bank shows. A comparison of actual liquidity with the legal 
minimum liquidity gives this picture: commercial banks under 
this relation had surplusses of 17.9% at the end of November, 
1958, as against 16.4% at the end of 1957; savings banks 
15.3% as against 14.5%; agricultural credit societies 30.7% 
as against 26.5%; and trade credit associations 11.6% as 
against 11.1%. 

Thus the margin available for credits is relatively high. 
The credit restrictions introduced some time ago are no longer 
feit at all. 


CREDIT RESERVES MOUNTING 

Money influx at credit institutions in Austria has brought 
in its wake a remarkable expansion in the availability of 
credit. Financial institutions which participate in the agree- 
ment on credit control had at their disposal at the end of 1957 
amounts totalling 23,980,000,000 schillings. (About 26 schil- 
lings equal 1 dollar. Ed.) This total had risen by June, 1958, 
to 25,590,000,000 schillings and reached a high last November 
with 27,230,000,000 schillings. Legal credit reserves for 
these institutions were 2,050,000,000 schillings at the end of 
1957, 4,090,000,000 schiliings in June, 1958, and 
5,470,000,000 schillings at the end of November, 1958. The 
figures for the entire year of 1958 have not yet been pub- 
lished, but it is not expected that December brought any 
noticeable decrease in the reserves. 

The above figures, however, point at another development. 
While at the end of 1957, the reserves were held at only 8.3% 
of the total available credit, they rose by mid-1958 to 15.2% 
and by the end of November, 1958, to 20.1%. 





AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 
may be quoted freely. 
Source need not be given. 





THE VIENNA CAPITAL MARKET 

After the high point in the market development was 
passed in the middle of November, 1958, the stock market 
at the Vienna Security Exchange showed some slight down. 
ward fluctuations in December for almost all industrial secv- 
rities, but the trend remained very limited. The stock market 
average for all stocks (as quoted by the Vienna Exchange) - 
not including enterprises taken over by the state — fell from 
1.195 at the end of November to 1.179 on December 31. Daily 
stock sales of about 500,000 schillings (about 26 schillings 
equal 1 dollar. Ed.) were considerably below the November 
averages (1,167,000 schillings) and only slightly above those 
for December, 1957. 


In the investment market activity gained during December 
while market quotations changed but slightly. Average daily 
sales increased by 614,000 schillings to about 1,316,000 
schillings and thus reached the highest point of the year. 

During the year 1958, the domestic capital market was 
able to raise a total of 3,063,000,000 schillings through the 
offering of 14 loans with a nominal value of 2,627,000,000 
(without conversions) and the increase in circulation of mortt- 
gages and communal obligations amounting to 436 million 
schillings. This is the highest result obtained in the postwar 
period. The distribution of loans floated in 1958 gives the 
following percentage picture: 


Distribution of Loans 





in % 
Loans floated by the Federal Government (4) 36 
Residential Reconstruction Loan (1) 7 


Loans floated by Power Enterprises (8) 41 

Church Reconstruction Loan (1) 

Increase in Mortgage Circulation 9 

Increase in Communal Obligations Se 
100 





Loan conditions were fairly uniform. The interest rate 
— except for the Federal lotteries where it was 6% — was 
generally 7% and the opening quotation 98% or 99%. Terms 
were set at either 15 or 20 years; the only exceptions were 
the Federal Lottery Loan with 10 years and the Church Re 
construction with 25 years. 


The new flotations found favorable response with the 
public — four loans brought a total of about 190 million schil- 
lings. This is due to the growing confidence in the stability 
of the schilling and the firmness of market conditions 4s 
well as the favorable tax conditions granted purchasers 
of loan bonds. Of the domestically floated loans — not inclué 
ing increased circulation of mortgages and communal obliga 
tions — about 15% was subscribed by social insurance Coir 
panies and insurance institutions. Private persons and firms 
subscribed to almost 40% and the non-banking public sub 
scribed to about 50%. Participation of credit institutions i0 
floating the loans was considerable, amounting to almost 
50%. However, compared with previous years, its part has 
decreased. 
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FOREIGN CURRENCY RECEIPTS 

FROM TOURIST TRAFFIC 

The Austrian National Bank announced recently that 
foreign currency receipts from tourist traffic amounted in 
December, 1958 to about 198,400,000 schillings compared 
with, 118,500,000 schillings in November, 1958, and 
177,700,000 schillings in December, 1957. (About 26 schil- 
lings equal 1 dollar. Ed.) 

Foreign currency deriving from tourist traffic for the 
whole of 1958 corresponded to 4,335,800,000 schillings and 
thus was about 14% more than in 1957 (3,801,300,000 schil- 
lings). 

In first place last year as the year before was the West 
German mark with 2,415,90,000 schillings. It accounted for 
55.7% of total foreign currency receipts and was 25.3% more 
than last year. Next were the U.S. dollar with 648,900,000 
schillings (+24.4%), the British pound sterling with 
412,300,000 schillings (+7.2%), the Swiss franc with 
233,000,000 schillings (+15.1%), the French franc with 
181,100,000 schillings (-41.6%), and the Italian lira with 
118,700,000 schillings (+73.3%). 

The large decrease in receipts of French francs is ex- 
plained by the low price of the franc during this past year as 
well as by the orientation of France’s tourist traffic toward 
neighboring Belgium during the Brussels World’s Fair. 


COMMON MARKET HELD INEVITABLE 
NEW FINANCIAL OPERATIONS FOCUS ON BIGGER AREA 
Austrian economists looking toward an eventual agree- 
ment on a common European market have voiced the convic- 
tion that a reorganization and modernization of Austrian 
industrial enterprises as well as the creation of new enter- 
prises will be of the utmost importance to the Austrian 
economy.as a whole. 
Steps to realize this have already been undertaken. Of 
primary importance is the financing of such projects. Two 


) institutions appear to have the special facilities necessary. 


Between them, they will be able to open up new industrial 
properties through communal credits, finance new enter- 
prises and the modernization of existing ones and help 
expand others. 

One of these institutions is the Austrian Communal 
Credit Corp. which recently started operations. Its main 
task is to grant long-term, low interest credits to individual 
communities to aid them in making properties available to 
industries and help them attract such industries. Such credits 
would cover road work, rail freight tracks directly to plants, 
laying of water pipes and industrial sewers and the like. Of 
course, credits for residential properties do not fall within 
Yn credit institute’s province, nor does the financing of 

wivate industrial enterprises. 

Austrian Communal has a stock capital of 40 million 
schillings (about 26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.), It also 
has at its disposal outside capital amounting to 60 million 
Schillings and other financial means of 80 million schillings. 

The other organization is the Austrian Investment Credit 












rt has 





Corp, which was established as the depository and trustee 
for the handling of foreign capital investments, particularly 


World Bank credits. It works with privately owned Austrian 
industries. Not long ago, the World Bank forwarded a first 
credit to the institution of $10,700,000 (about 278 million 
schillings) needed by individual industrial enterprises for 
modernizing and expansion of plants. The institution has a 
stock capital of 42 million schillings and has at its disposal 
another 80 million schillings for credit use. 

1958 FOREIGN TRADE 

Tentative figures, published by the Austrian Central 
Statistical Office, show that Austria’s foreign trade deficit 
for 1958 amounted to 4,012,000,000 schillings. (About 26 
schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) 

A breakdown shows that the December deficit amounted 
to 446 million schillings, the November deficit to 243 million 
and the October deficit to 70 million. In December, 1958, the 
higher foreign trade deficit was caused by increased imports 
as against only small gains in exports. Imports during that 
month increased by 285 million schillings to a total of 
2,473,000 ,000, while the export gain of 82 million brought the 
total to only 2,027,000,000 schillings, resulting in the deficit 
of 446 million. 

The total foreign trade volume for 1958 amounting to 
51,738,000,000 schillings was 5.6% smaller than in 1957. 
Imports decreased by 1,464,000,000 schillings to 27,875 ,000,000 
and exports by 1,579,000,000 to 23,863,000,000 schillings. 

Because imports were so much higher in December than 
exports, the foreign trade deficit for all of 1958 shows a rise 
of nearly 3% over 1957, or by 115 million schillings to a 
new total of 4,012,000,000. 

85.6% of the total value of the imports of 1958 was 
covered by exports, while in 1957, 86.7% of imports was so 
covered, 


RURAL ELECTRIFICATION COMPLETED 82.4% 

During the period from 1945 through 1957, about 499 
million schillings (about 26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) 
were spent in Austria for the electrification of 73,400 rural 
enterprises and farms. Of altogether 650,000 such units in 
the country, 535,000 were adequately supplied with electric 
energy by the end of 1957. In percentage, this works out to 
82.4% of the total. 


PITTERMANN IN NEW YORK (Continued from page 1) 
and I am also very grateful for the opportunity I shall be 
given to meet with Vice President Nixon and State Secretary 
Dulles. 

‘‘mMy trip is scheduled for a fortnight; I will first visit 
Washington and Chicago and then return for a brief stay in 
New York. I hope — indeed, I am convinced — that this visit 
will contribute its share towards the strengthening of the 
tried and tested friendship between the United States and 
Austria.’’ 

Dr. Pittermann proceeded to Washington the following 


day for a 3-day’s stay. The Vice Chancellor has then left 
for Chicago and will return to New York tomorrow the 15th 
of February, where he will address the Overseas Press Club 
on the 17th and the School of International Affairs at Cu- 
lumbia University on the 20th. The return trip is scheduled 
for the 21st. 
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IMPORTS CHEAPER 

Austria’s imports during the first three quarters of 1958 
— as compared with the corresponding nine months of 1957 — 
decreased from 21.6 billion schillings to 20.9 billion; the 
value of exports declined from 18.8 billion schillings to 
17.7 billion. (About 26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) 
In spite of the lower figures, the volume of imported goods 
has somewhat increased, the reduction in value having been 
due to a lowering of prices. Exports were also a little 
cheaper, but the price change was inconsequential; they fell 
in volume, too. 


ELECTRIC CURRENT PRODUCTION UP 10.3% 

Electric current production in the whole of Austria within 
the field of public utilities increased last year by 10.3% and 
reached 11,016,000,000 kilowatt hours. Part of the higher 
production was due to the fact that one new water power 
plant (Schwarzach—St. Veit) started operations and that 
another increased its power output (ybbs—Persenbeug). The 
total 1958 output was divided as follows: water power pro- 
duced 9,222,000,000 kwh (+15.8%) and thermal energy pro- 
duced 1,794,000,000 kwh (-11.2%). Because of the extra- 
ordinarily favorable water supply (which in December was 
20% higher than average, in November 30% higher and in 
October 23%), water power participation in the total electric 
current production amounted to 87.7% (1957: 79.8%). If im- 
ported electric current (which rose by 14.3% and amounted 
to 719 million kwh) is added, the grand total reached 
11,735,000,000 kwh, or 10.6% more than in 1957. Electric 
current exports had a similar gain. They amounted to 
2,094,000,000 kwh (+13.7%). In these production, import 
and export figures, special current imports for pumping oper- 
ations and re-deliveries to foreign nations are included. De- 
liveries to the Austrian Federal railroad system, amounting 
to 132 million kwh was only 3.6% less than in 1957. 


Total current consumption in 1958 amounted to 
9 509,000,000 kwh, or 10.1% more than in 1957. If the current 
used by the Ranshofen Aluminum Works and the pumping 
operations is deducted, the consumption increase stands at 
5% for a total of 7,825,000,000 kwh. Ranshofen increased 
its consumption from 973 million kwh in 1957 to 1,022,000,000 
in 1958 


CEMENT SALES IMPROVE 
Unfavorable weather conditions early last year were re- 


sponsible for a considerable reduction in cement sales which 
until the middle of 1958 were roughly 9% less than during the 
first six months of 1957. But this loss was made up during 
the second half of 1958, and by the end of the year sales 
experienced a small increase (as compared with 1957). The 
Austrian cement industry, according to tentative figures, 
sold about 2,150,000 tons during 1958, an increase of 2% 
over 1957. Production kept pace with the demand. 

During 1958, the cement industry had no troubles in 
obtaining raw and supplementary materials. Deliveries of 
coal and heating fuels were sufficient. The largest Austrian 
cement producer changed from coal and oil firing to gas 
last spring. 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF AUSTRIA'S 
STATE-OWNED INDUSTRIES 

The Administration of Industries and Mines which con. 
trols Austria’s state-owned industries will seek to release 
the public managements of the Alpine-Montan and United 
Austrian Steel Corporation (VOeEST) during the current yea 
and replace them by regular managements. In the nationalizeg 
electrical industry, the Administration will aim at a bette 
co-ordination on production schedules. [It also intends to 
combine the two ship yards at Korneuburg near Vienna and 
Linz and increase the efficiency of some of its coal mines 
through investments. 


AUSTRIAN STEEL WORKS PRODUCE 


900 CARLOADS OF PRODUCTS DAILY 

The Austrian Alpine-Montan Corp. recently published 
a comprehensive catalogto draw the attention of its customers 
to the various products it manufactures and to review in 
word and pictures the history of the 1000-year old Austrian 
iron-mining tradition. 

The Alpine-Montan with its 32,000 employes is Austria’s 
largest industrial and mining concern. It encompasses three 
fifths of all coal mining, practically the entire iron ore 
mining, one third of the raw iron production as well as two 
fifths of the Austrian raw steel and rolling mill production, 
and 100% of Austria’s rail and rail switching production, 
Domestically, 
sheet iron demand, nine tenths of the wire needs, eight 
tenths of the band iron demand and all of Austria’s formed 
iron needs. Nearly half of Austria’s refined steel exports 
originate in the plants of the Corporation. 

The enterprise invested between the end of the second 
world war and 1958 nearly 2,500,000,000 schillings (abou 
26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) Annually, it consumes 
nearly 500 million kilowatt hours of electric current. Ship 
ment of its products necessitates the daily use of about 900 
railroad freight cars. During its existence, the corporation 
has built homes and residences for 17,500 miners’ families. 

Today, the corporation owns four coal mines, two in 
ore mines, one magnesite mine (which now is not in operation), 
eight furnaces, 10 trade companies, two communications 
systems as well as nine subsidiary companies in [aly, 
Switzerland,the Federal Republid of Germany, Czechoslovaki: 
Argentina and Brazil. 


LINZ VOeEST WORKS GET BIG ORDER FROM KUWAIT 

United Austrian Steel (VOeEST) in Linz, Upper Austria, 
has recently received a new large order from Kuwait for the 
delivery of 45,000 tons of steel materials for technical pro 
jects. This order followed the satisfactory completion 
earlier large-scale steel shipments. 


VOeEST PRODUCTION 

During 1958, United Austrian steel (VOeEST) produce 
1,640,000 tons of coke, 1,850,000 tons of raw iron, 1,160,000 
tons of raw steel and 810,000 tons of tin. Goods needed fot 
production amounted to 5,660,000 tons. 


the corporation covers three fourths of the} 
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INDIAN STEEL PLANT UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

An LD-steel plant destined for the Rourkela Works in 
India is now under construction in three European plants. 
United Austrian Steel Corp. (VOeEST), Siemens-Martin and 
Krupp (Essen) are participating. VOeEST has already shipped 
13,000 tons of installations. The main construction has been 
under way since the middle of 1958 and is to be finished by 
} the end of this year. 
AUSTRIAN BUILDING MACHINES FOR FORMOSA 
The machine construction division of Austrian United 
) steel (VOeEST) recently announced receipt of an order from 
Formosa for eight separators. These construction machines 
will be delivered from the company’s machine plant as part of 
the Formosan Government’s building expansion program.. 
CHEMICAL INDUSTRY EXPECTS FURTHER EXPANSION 
Austria’s chemical industry whose growth slowed down 
somewhat last year, hopes for an expansion this year. How- 
ever, this improvement is not expected to be considerable. 
The chemical industry which is dependent to a large 
measure on other industries, must be considered as a primary 
industry because it manufactures relatively few consumer 
goods. The economic development is by no means the same 
in all its branches. Sales conditions are generally stable in 
} basic chemical products. synthetic rubber and fertilizer in- 
| dustries were able to keep employment at an even level. 
Production of synthetic wool has reached a new high mark 
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Production of synthetic materials is still expanding as 
is their use. Lacquers and paints still have a long way to go 
to make use of the available capacity, but a slow increase in 
sales has been noted. The pharmaceutical business has re 
mained almost unchanged. The match industry has stabilized 
on a rather low level. 

Because of the introduction of the 45-hour week, many 
plants faced complicated technical changes, 


) MAGNESITE PRODUCTION RISING 

In spite of the fact that internationally the mining in- 
dustry showed losses, Austria was able to holdits magnesite 
production and export at a remarkably high level. (Magnesite 
is needed particularly in the operation of blast furnaces.) 
Mining of raw magnesite in 1958 was roughly 5% higher 
than in 1957. The production amounted to 1,230,000 tons. The 
increase probably would have matched that of the previous 
year (8.2%) if the industry had not been severly hit by the 
Syrian floods of last July. 

Production of sinter magnesite amounting to 424,000 
ons was somewhat higher than in 1957. However, production 
losses were shown by caustically burned magnesite (98,000 
ons, or minus 7.5%) and magnesite bricks and plates 
(229,000 tons, or minus 4.5%). These decreases were due to 
acertain weakening in the export business. 

Austria still is the largest magnesite producing and 
‘porting nation. This also includes magnesite products. 
/Thanks to its inexhaustible magnesite sources, Austria is 
able to expand its production at any time. But since 90 to 
%% of the production is shipped abroad, this industry is 
pendent upon international economic developments. 








1958: A BAD COAL YEAR 

According to official sources, coal consumptiom in 1958 
included: 3,914,739 tons of hard coal and hard coal briquettes; 
6,695,075 tons of soft coal and soft coal briquettes; and 
2,511,327 tons of coke. Of these totals, domestic production 
accounted for 134,539 tons of hard coal, 5,891,515 tons of 
soft coal, and 1,931,642 tons of coke. Total consumption 
thus amounted to 7,842,000 tons (on a hard coal basis) and 
was 11,4% lower than in 1957. The decrease was due to a 
considerably lower importation of hard coal and to a lower 
demand for domestic soft coal, accompanied. by a decrease in 
soft coal imports. Only coke imports gained during the year. 

The cause for the lower demand was seen in the weaken- 
ing of industrial production, the increased use of other energy, 
a lowering of existing stockpiles and the clement weather. 
The reductionin domestic sales was less than that of imports. 
Thus, the participation of the domestic production in the total 
picture of coal consumption gained 3% and now stands at 54% 
of the whole. Hard coal imports were 820,000 tons lower than 
in 1957. While imports from the U.S., West Germany and Poland 
declined, those from the U.S.S.R., Czechoslovakia and Yugo- 
Slavia gained. 

Domestic soft coal sales decreased — as compared with 
1957 — by 367,000 tons or 5.9%. This corresponds to the de- 
crease in mining activities. The strongest decline in demand 
was found in the industrial-sector, followed closely by home 
consumers. Even deliveries of soft coal to the Federal rail- 
road system declined. Coke sales dropped 6.7%. However, 
here larger imports are matched with lower domestic produc- 
tion. The domestic production decreased by 13.5%. 


AUTOMOTIVE FUELS GAIN 

An increase in the consumption of automotive fuels 
continued through 1958. Gasoline consumption accounted 
for 444,857 tons as against 385,012 tons in 1957; this is an 
increase of 15%, following a 14% increase from 1956 to 1957. 
Diesel fuel gained even more and sales reached nearly 
400,000 tons as against 351,173 tons in 1957. The increase 
is almost 14% as against about 5% from 1956 to 1957. How- 
ever, there was a further decline in the use of petroleum, 
namely from 16,938 tons in 1957 to 15,671 tons in 1958; the 
reduction amounts to roughly 7%. 


VIENNA'S ANIMAL POPULATION 

The animal census undertaken in Metropolitan Vienna 
early last December showed that in spite of its urban charac- 
ter Austria’s capital still sports quite a farmyard. 

Within Vienna’s city limits still exist 13,700 hogs, 
3,400 head of cattle and 430 sheep. In addition to the four- 
legged animals, the census takers counted a goodly number 
of fowl, including more than 105,400 chickens, 3,100 ducks 
and 1,100 geese. How many of these have survived the recent 
Christmas holidays is not known, 

Horses are rapidly declining in Metropolitan Vienna. 
While in 1933 their number was 10,100, it had shrunk to 
1,900 in 1958. Vienna’s Spanish Riding Academy has 70 of 
the noblest of the noble species. 


And no more goats. Apparently, they went the way of 
all flesh, 
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TIMBER EXPORTS DOWN 

Official statistics show coniferous cut lumber exports, 
amounting to 3,081,863 cubic meters, reached the lowest level 
in five years. (One cubic meter equals 1.3 cubic yards. Ed.) 
An analysis of these export results — a loss of about 5% 
compared with 1957 — ascribes the cause to limited felling 
and the normalization of European lumber markets. In spite 
of large-scale competition by other lumber producing nations, 
Austrian exporters were able toincrease exports to a number 
of nations in 1958. Thus deliveries to West Germany — Aus- 
tria’s second largest lumber customer — were increased last 
year by 80,623 cubic meters to a total of 1,017,913 cubic 
meters. However, losses were especially great in exports of 
coniferous cut lumber to the Netherlands (from 202,311 cubic 
meters in 1957 to 96,573 in 1958); France (137,197 cubic 
meters to 103,378); Switzerland (69,574 cubic meters to 
52,288); Greece (65,159 to 31,805) and Trieste — transit 
shipme nts —(99,683 to 94,493). Italy which is Austria’s prime 
lumber client took 1,522,742 cubic meters in 1958, or 25,372 
cubic meters less than in 1957. Shipments to the Near East 
as well as to African purchasers remained almost unchanged 
(101,069 cubic meters). 


VOCATIONAL TRAINING IN THE OIL INDUSTRY 

The Austrian Petroleum Administration recently opened 
a school for training master drill operators, plant managers 
and operation personnel. The school was licensed by the 
Vienna Board of Education as a private trade school. The 
school term is two years and consists of three semesters and 
five months of field work. 


EVERY THIRD STUDENT COMES FROM ABROAD 

Every third student at Austrian colleges is a foreigner, 
a recent report declared. These foreign students come from the 
United States, Great Britain, Germany, Poland, Greece and 
Turkey and even from Latin America. This influx helps the 
reputation of Austrian schools and universities as much as 
it increases their troubles. 

Most of the students hail from the Federal Republic of 
Germany and the Arab countries. During the winter semester 
of 1956-1957, 6,126 foreigners studied at Austrian educational 
institutions; during the 1957 summer semester, their number 
was 7,009; during the 1957-1958 winter semester - 8,376; and 
during the 1958 summer semester, their number had grown to 
8,928 of altogether 24,000 students. 

These numbers are almost beyond the capacity of Aus- 
trian institutes of higher learning. 


FOREIGN TOURIST TRAFFIC STILL RISING 
BUT LESS MONEY IS SPENT 

The Austrian Institute for Economic Research reported 
recently that increased foreign tourist traffic in Austria was 
responsible for the nine percent gain in total tourist traffic 
during the 1957-1958 season. This result was achieved in 
spite of the international recession and a general lessening 
of the economic boom, the report pointed out. 


Foreigners accounted for 20,200,000 overnight registra- 
tions, or 13% more than in the previous season. Domestic 
tourist traffic rose by only 3% to 15 million overnight stays, 
Inasmuch as foreigners spent considerably more money than 
Austrians, the foreign guests can safely be considered as 
the mainstay of Austrian tourist traffic. 

But in this connection, a unilateral direction of certain 
nationalities can be perceived, the institute’s report said, 
Participation of West Germans increased from 65% to 68% 
while that of other nations rose only 1.4%. This development 
can be met only by more and better publicity, especially in 
overseas countries, the Institute said. During recent years, 
only about 4% of the foreign visitors cam from the United 
States. 

While foreign currency receipts from tourist traffic have 
doubled since the 1953-1954 season, receipts for rooms per 
night remained unchanged. If price developments remain un- 
considered, a decrease in room receipts of 19% results. This 
would tend to show that the tourists coming to Austria are 
spending less and less money. This is the more remarkable 
as Austria — among all the West European nations — shows 
the lowest daily receipt rate with $8, compared with $12 in 
Italy, $17 in Switzerland and $44 in West Germany. 


POLIO VACCINATIONS 
FOR ALL AUSTRIANS UP TO 40 YEARS 

The Austrian Health Ministry recently drafted a law 
which would make vaccinations against poliomyelitis a pub- 
lic concern. Under the draft which has been forwarded to the 
authorities concerned, all Austrians up to the age of 40 would 
be vaccinated against polio. The draft states specifically 
that public vaccinations are to be given to all children and 
adolescents up to the age of 18 and to all adults who because 
of their occupations are particularly subject to contracting 
the disease. All other persons up to the age of 40 would be 
asked to participate in the program. Persons under age would 
be vaccinated only with the consent of their mrents. 


The vaccination is to take place in three parts. The 
first and second vaccinations would be scheduled for spring 
and the final in Fall. It would be given by health department 
physicians in the various communities. However, since the 
vaccinations are tobe given on a voluntary basis only, Austri- 
ans may go to their own family physicians. In such cases, 
the people would have to pay their own way. At the same 
time, every person so vaccinated is to be given an immuni- 
zation register so that no mistakes can occur. The Health 
Ministry will have final authority on the distribution of the 
serum. 


The ministry estimates the cost per vaccination at 40 
schillings. If the measure is approved by parliament this yea! 
29 million schillings (about 26 schillings equal 1 dollar. E4) 
will have to be appropriated. The cost is to be borne equally 
by the federal government, the various Laender and the com 
munities. 
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ta- | AUSTRIAN TOURIST TRAFFIC STILL SNOWBALLING 
tic | ABSENCE OF JUKE BOXES HELPS 
ys, ‘‘We are most confident that this year’s tourist season 
han} will turn out great. We are very satisfied with last year’s 
as | results,’’ a spokesman for the Austrian Tourist Bureau 
recently told a Vienna press conference. 
ain The industry may well be satisfied. Statistics show that 
aid, F the tourist boom is sti'l growing apace. During the 1957-1958 
58%, | season, Austria counted about 2% million overnight guests 
rent | more than the previous season, and 58% of these were 
y in foreigners. With 3.3 billion schillings, tourist traffic still 
ars, brings to Austria more foreign currency than any other industry. 
ed The flow of guests from foreign countries shows its ups 
and downs. While more Americans, Englishmen, Italians, 
ave swiss and Scandinavians took in an Austrian holiday, fewer 
per tourists came last season from France, Belgium and Holland. 
un | AS for the French, the rigorous enforcement of tourist cur- 
This } tency laws is responsible for the fact that less Frenchmen 
me visited Austria than the year before. However, it is probable 
able that the law will be eased somewhat this year. 
ain Where the French stayed away, the Germans took over. 
2 in vacationers from Germany accounted for almost 70% of all 
foreign tourist traffic in Austria. During 1958, more than 14 
million tourists from the Federal Republic of Germany were 
‘hooked — counting each over night registration. Of that number 
one and one half millions were from Berlin. 
\ “Our best advertisement is peace and quiet,’’ the 
isokesman said. Unless festivals have international fame 
sich as the Salzburg Festival, they are no longer the top 
drawing card, because the tourist of 1959 does not look so 
much for diversion as for vacation, the spokesman said. If 
necessary, he added, the foreign tourist will do without the 
fanfare, the parade and without Miss Resort, provided it’s 
just nice and quiet. 
The Tourist Bureau has made a number of recommenda- 
icting |tions to all resorts which will help them keep noise under 
ld be ‘control and quiet the nerves of tourists seeking a rest. The 
yould fuse of power saws and other machinery should be prohibited, 
where possible, during the early morning hours and the time 
of afternoon naps, one of the recommendations says. Another 
, The /sivises resort managers to do without juke boxes. It points 
spring }out that last year, the resort town of Pichl in the Enns 
rtment | Valley, Lower Austria, was quite successful with its slogan 
ce the |“Pichl without juke boxes.”’ 
Aust} The longing for peace and quiet will turn into a blessing 
cases, }lor the so-called ‘‘boring’’ winter resorts. Not all vacationers 
same fant to participate in winter sports. Many look only for 
mmuni- }oleasant walks and quiet conversation. 
Health Because the American guest is still the darling of 
of the } European tourism, the suggestions of Henry Cearns, assistant 
9.8 commerce secretary, have been remembered. During a 
onference of resort managers last year, Cearns mentioned 
, at 40 }*0umber of things which he said the American tourist wants 
is yeat |" particular: improved roads, more hotels, abolition of 
r, Ed.) /9eclal resort taxes and red tape, improved knowledge of 
equally |®elish among resort personnel and adaptation of air ports 
e col 0 jet traffic. 
At least the first and the last of these desires are about 

be realized in Austria, the spokesman said. 
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CRIME STATISTICS 


During the past year, the number of capital crimes de- 
creased in Vienna. All cases of murder and manslaughter 
amounted to 19 during 1958, as against 20 in 1957. 

About 54 murders were committed in Vienna since the end 
of World War II. No exact figures exist for the period between 
1945 and 1947. Since 1947, 261 murders took place in Vienna 
and 241 of them were solved. 

A comparison of murder statistics of 1950 and 1924 — 
in each case 5 years after a war — shows that in 1924, 30 
persons were killed by violence and 25 in 1950. There is no 
valid comparison because the economic situation 10 years 
after the second world war was considerably better than 10 


' years after the first world war. 


With the improvement in the ec momic situation, the num- 
ber of murders decreased while sex crimes (about 500 annual- 
ly), crimes attributed to drunkenness, and cases of assault 
and battery have increased. In 1945, every seventh murder 
was committed during a robbery; in 1959 this type of crime 
accounted for every 12th murder. 

Criminal police succeeded in solving 241 out of 261 
murder cases since 1947. This amounts to 92.34% ofall cases, 
a percentage which was not reached in many other large 


cities. During the years 1949, 1951, 1952 and 1953 all mur- 
ders were solved. 


GALA PERFORMANCES TO MARK OPENING 
OF NEW SALZBURG FESTIVAL 

When the new Salzburg Festival House, designed by 
Clemens Holzmeister, opens during the summer of 1960, the 
event will be marked by no less than 15 special performances. 
The first is Mozart’s ‘‘Don Giovanni.’’ Others include Hugo 
von Hofmannsthal’s miracle play ‘‘Das Salzburger grosse 
Welttheater,’’ a new play by Paul Claudel ‘‘Der seidene 
Schuh,’’ (The Silken Shoe), either a Haendel or a Haydn 
oratorio, and the presentation of either one of Anton Bruck- 
ner’s symphonies or Beethoven’s Ninth. 


JOSEFSTADT THEATER 
TO HAVE FIVE PREMIERES IN 1959 

Vienna’s Theater in der Josefstadt will start its new 
season this month with the premiere of a new musical comedy 
entitled ‘“‘Kitty und die Weltkonferenz’’ (Kitty and the World 


Conference) by Kurt Nachmann, Peter Preses and Robert 
Stolz. Three other new productions are to follow later in the 
season: Franz Molnar’s ‘‘Panoptikum’’ (Waxworks), staged 
by Heinrich Schnitzler; Molitre’s ‘‘Le Malade Imaginaire’’ 


directed by Leonhard Steckel; and Jean Anouilh’s play 
**Hurluberlu.’’ 


To mark the 200th anniversary of the birth of Friedrich 
Schiller, the Josefstadt will offer a new version of the great 


poet’s ‘‘Kabale und Liebe’’ (Cabal and Love) within the 
framework of the Vienna Festival Weeks. 


Besides these five major performances, the theatre’s 
studio stage will introduce John Osborne’s ‘‘Epitaph for 
George Dillon.’’ 
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“FORGOTTEN GREEKS" 


SEEP THROUGH THE IRON CURTAIN 
Vienna’s police department once again turned host for 


several human beings whose existence had been ‘‘forgotten.’’ 
For the time being, it has given refuge to three Greeks who 
some years ago had been abducted from their homes and held 
behind the Iron Curtain. Then, without warning and at night 
they were shoved from Hungary over the border into Austria. 
Although Hungarian authorities hardly acknowledged the 
usual diplomatic niceties when they expelled the three 
Greeks without even notifying Austria, the Austrian Foreign 
Ministry has undertaken diplomatic steps to protest the 
incident. 

The Greeks driven from Hungary are men between 20 and 
30 years old. When Greece had its civil war, they were hardly 
more than children. Before the Greek Communist partisans 


fell back before the government troops, they evacuated whole 


areas they previously controlled. They rarely asked the 
women and children concerned whether they desired to flee. 
The people thus ‘‘evacuated’’ were brought into camps in 
Bulgaria and Romania, and many of them finally ‘‘landed’’ in 
Hungary. 

Children separated from their families were brought up 
by the Communist Youth Organization. Although educated in 
this new environment, the major part of the Greek children 
apparently did not take the party line too seriously. This fact 
stood out during the Hungarian rebellion in the fall of 1956 
when many of the Greeks were reported siding with the 


rebels. 

The three Greeks who are now in Vienna reported tha 
they had sympathized with the rebels. Since that time, they 
had been subjected to many difficulties. Finally they were 
told to report to police headquarters where they were given, 
few hours to leave Hungary. 

The first of the Greeks reached the Austrian border pos 
of Nickelsdorf in the middle of the night about five weeks 
ago. ‘‘The Hungarian policeman told me that we are no longe 
needed. Then with a kick into the shins they shoved me int 


Austria at the border post of Hegyeshalom,’”’ he related in} 


Hungarian to Austrian authorities. The man had neithe 
identification nor money on him. He claimed that when “| 
was expelled, everything which might have shown that he 
had been in Hungary had been taken from him. 

This almost unbelievable tale was confirmed within , 
week when two other greeks passed the Austrian border at 
Nickelsdorf. One of the three said he hoped to find his 
parents in Greece. The other two lost their parents durin 
the civil war. The oldest of the three said he would like & 
return to Hungary because there he lived with a woman wh 
bore him five children. However, the Hungarian Legation in 
Vienna has refused to grant him an entry permit. 

Meanwhile, Austrian authorities have taken up the matte 
with the Hungarian Legation. 

According to the stories of the three refugees, quite 
number of Greeks are made to stay in qungary against thei 
wishes, 
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